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Dear members of the Trails Racquet Club, enough said – let’s get the cold weather outta here and the New Tennis Year started. All the best to all of you. Happy New Year, and Happy Trails,

Jan Buenner & Team

�





Trails Newsletter 





January 01 , 2010





What a year it has been! We will certainly remember 2009 as a special year, in many ways. As you will read on the back page, it ended surprisingly well. Nonetheless, we won’t shed many tears on this one.





That being said. THANK YOU FOR BEING A MEMBER OF THE TRAILS RACQUET CLUB!! YOU make this club work, from a sports perspective as well as an economic one, and we are very thankful to have you. Hopefully 2010 will be a good year for all of us.





Thanks also to all of you that gave us cards or gifts for the holidays. That is so very sweet of you! We all enjoyed the treats. This club really has a great membership.





As we close one year and open another, we’ll provide a review and preview for you. You will also find information about the upcoming  “Champion of Champions” tourney.





Once again: Happy New Year to all!
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New Members





In a time of year as busy as this, new members are usually rare. Everybody has better things to do than thinking about joining a tennis club. Well, usually this sentiment is temporary. With the New Year often come resolutions, and some of them lead to new tennis players. Our club also continues to actively advertise its programs (Tennis Welcome Center, Cardio Tennis, USTA Leagues, etc.) on the free websites of the U.S. Tennis Industry Association. Here is who joined in December: 


Juniors:


Chase Stewart


Chase joined a group of talented 6 year olds. We also talked to two quality male players that are looking for a new home. We suggested the Trails!!  You’ll find out if they joined in one of the next newsletters.





“Champion Of Champions” Cup 2010





open/50+/60+/70+. The cost is $ 33 per person and is to benefit various local charities. It is a well organized event in which your match results count for yourself as well as for your club. The tournament will be held at Florida Tennis Center. The draw is also made at FTC; and the winner in all 5 previous years has been - FTC. Talk to Jan if you want to participate. A team roster is at the front desk of the clubhouse. Online sign-up is required this year for the first time.








Once again it is time for the annual “Champion of Champions” Cup. Now in its 6th edition, this popular tournament will take place


Sat + Su, January 23 + 24, 2010.





In a fun-yet-competitive format, the tournament strives to determine  (somewhat) which club has the best array of players in Volusia/Flagler counties. It is a doubles tournament for all players  and  levels  between 2.5  and  5.0+  and  age  categories
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HAPPY NEW YEAR !!!





Review 2009 & Preview 2010





Review 2009


It was a rollercoaster, but with quite an acceptable ending. The first half of last year was outright dreadful. The economy was bad, and that affected our members and our club. However, things started to turn around in late spring, as far as your club is concerned. And the club had quite a nice second half of the year. As far as we are concerned, the recession is over. Granted, many things still need to improve. But we are quite optimistic for the New Year. Staffing, expense levels, and revenue streams all are in much better shape now than they were a year ago. Incidentally, when we counted our members on Nov. 1, the number was exactly the same as a year earlier. We think that’s a good sign.


Among all the upheaval, we mourned the passing of long-time member Al Bjorstedt. We also had the departures of staffers John Hudson & Ed Carter, both of which left on friendly terms to pursue other interests and still visit our club regularly. Karla & Gene Paul Lascano welcomed their baby boy Xander in August. And lastly, a welcome development is the great voluntary help provided by some of our members to keep the flowerbeds blooming. That help is immeasu-rable! Thank you so much!


Preview 2010


After surviving 2009, we are somewhat optimistic about 2010. If revenues reach the levels we hope for, we will finally be able to address some projects we have had to postpone for a while: a/c replacement; fence replacement; renovation of men’s bathroom; landscape irrigation; and accounting software. Only time will tell.





Lessons On Saturdays





Coach Dorian Porada is quite a popular guy. His afternoon and evening tennis lessons Mondays through Thursdays are fully booked. To help alleviate the squeeze, Dorian is now also available on Friday afternoons and Saturday mornings. Talk to him if you would like to schedule private lessons or team clinics at those times. Cost continues to be $ 60 per hour, with discounts for multiple lessons.





Reminder: Prices & Fees





Most of our fees have been unchanged for years, and we plan on keeping it that way. That includes a lesser known part of our fee schedule, the late payment fee of $4 for payments after 20th of every month. Recent experience with some players forces us to remind you of that fee and start enforcing it again. Please pay your Trails bill on time.


For those you prefer a more convenient and timely way to pay their bill: we offer the convenience of automatic credit card payments. Talk to Jan if you want to know more about it.









